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NORTHWEST  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY 


FALL  PLANT  SALE  2002 


Harvest  the  Horticultural  Riches  of  the  Season 

RARE  PLANTS,  ELEGANT  BOOKS 
AND  A  FABULOUS  LECTURE 

By  Debra  Prinzing 


HS  Plant  Sale  is  one  of  the  region’s  very  best  places 
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unusual,  high  quality  trees,  shrubs,  perennials,  herbs, 
}/^eJ?  groundcovers  and  more.  You'll  enjoy  meeting  the 
growers,  talented  small  nursery  operations  from  around  the 
Northwest.  And  you'll  get  a  jump  on  next  spring — what 
better  way  to  take  your  garden  to  its  next  level  of  great 
^design  and  detailed  interest? 

The  sale  runs  for  two 


days  at  the  Center  for 
Urban  Horticulture, 
with  an  impressive 
lineup  of  local  and 
regional  growers 
committed  to  attend 
(see  page  4-5  for  a 
plant  preview).  Shop 
early,  bring  your  own 


boxes  and  take  time  to  enjoy 
the  festive  mood  of  the  party. 

When  plant-lovers  convene,  there’s  always  new 
information  to  learn,  a  new  plant  discovery  that  will 
delight  and  great  people  to  meet. 


On  Friday  evening,  NHS  hosts  its  special  guest,  photog¬ 
rapher  and  author  Starr  Ockenga.  Her  two  books,  Earth  on 
Her  Hands  and  Eden  on  Their  Minds  are  wonderfully 

photographed  and  passionately  written.  Starr 

will  present  a  slide  lecture 
and  her  books 
will  be 
available  for 
purchase.  You 
can  read  an 
interview  with 
Starr  and  see  a 
preview  of  her 
new  book  on 
page  3-  Come  to 
enjoy  wine  and 
cheese  and  to  bid  on 
a  very  select  group 
of  rare  plants — all 
to  benefit  NHS 
education,  grants  and 
scholarships.  1^1 


SPECIAL  PLANT  SALE  ISSUE! 

Sale  Hours 

Friday,  September  13,  2:30 — 6:30 p.m.  S8  Saturday,  September  14,  9  a.m. — 4  p.m. 
Center  for  Urban  Horticulture,  3501  N.E.  41st  Street,  Seattle 


NORTHWEST  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY  ~  FALL  PLANT  SALE  2002 


A  Record-Breaking  Horticultural  Event 

NHS  AUCTION  UPDATE 


€ 


By  Pat  Riehl,  Auction  Chair 


Thank  you  to  eveiyone  involved  with  the  Garden 
Party  and  Auction  held  at  the  Center  for  Urban 
Horticulture,  May  5,  2002.  To  those  who  donated, 
to  those  who  volunteered  to  help,  and  to  those 
who  came,  it  was  a  great  success.  Thanks  to  all  of 
you!  I  think  everyone  had  a  good  time — and  most 
of  us  went  home  with  wonderful  purchases. 

Because  of  your  generosity,  the  auction 
raised  more  than  $45,000.  As  many  of  you 
know,  the  money  has  been  deposited  into  the 
newly  established  fund  at  the  University  of 
Washington:  NHS  Fund  for  Furnishing  the 
Miller  Library.  Both  the  State  of  Washington 
and  University  of  Washington  have  promised 
funds  to  rebuild  the  library  after  it  was 
destroyed  by  arson  last  year.  However,  that 
budget  does  not  include  the  library’s  interior. 

The  NHS  leadership  has  given  our  organi¬ 
zation  and  its  members  a  campaign  goal  of 
raising  the  full  $200,000  needed  to  help 
furnish  the  new  library.  This  money  will  go  to 
buying  the  unglamorous  items  such  as  book 
shelves,  furniture,  lighting 
and  carpeting,  just  to 
name  a  few  of  the 
necessary  resources  the 
library — and  the  public 
who  use  it — will  need  and 
appreciate. 

With  the  $45,000  raised 
at  the  auction  and  the 
$10,000  already  donated 
by  NHS,  we  have  now 
raised  just  over  one-fourth 
of  the  total  $200,000 
needed  by  June  2004. 

Please  continue  to  support 
the  effort  and  make  sure 
to  attend  next  year’s 
Garden  Party  and  Auction 
as  we  try  to  break  2002’s 
excellent  totals.  11 


AUCTION  DONORS 


A  &  D  Nursery 
A  Garden  of  Distinction 
Alaska  Airlines 
Francie  Allen 

The  Arboretum  Foundation 
Barbara  Asmervig 
AW  Pottery 
Bainbridge  Gardens 
Beauty  and  the  Bamboo 
Charlotte  Behnke 
Botanica/Pamela  Harlow 
Briggs  Nursery 
The  Butchart  Gardens 
Canlis  Restaurant 
Friends  of  the  Chase 
Garden 

Christianson  Nursery,  Ltd 
City  Peoples  Garden  Store 
Clinton  Inc,  Bamboo 
Growers 

Clipper  Navigation 
Colvos  Creek  Nursery' 
Patricia  DeGraff 
Dig  Floral  &  Garden 
Digit 
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Drees  of  Olympia 
Valerie  Easton 
Emery’s  Garden 
Jean  Emmons 
Enexile 
Essenza 
Fancy  Fronds 
Fleurish 
Janie  Fowler 
Frank  &  Dunya 
Fremont  Gardens 
Kathy  Fries 
Fulcrum 
Publishing 
Keith  Geller 
Svein  &  Shelby 
Gilje 

Deborah  Girdler 
Gossler  Farms 
Nursery 

Griswold  Nursery 
Ben  Hammontree 
Hardy  Fern 
Foundation 
Richard  Hartlage 
Mark  Henry 
Herban  Pottery 
&  Patio 


Heronswood 
Nursery  Ltd. 

Susan  Hilpert 
Anne  Hirondelle 
Honey  I'm  Home 
Hortiscape  Northwest 
The  Hunt  Collection 
Darlene  &  Dan  Huntington 
Bradley  Huson 
Image  Iron  Works, 

Rickey  Cabine 
Monika  Jackson 
Joy  Creek  Nursery 
Casey  Klebaugh 
Lakeview  Stone  &  Garden 
Lavender  Heart 
Bob  Lilly 

Daniel  Lowery,  Queen  Anne 
Gardens 
Lucca  Statuary 
Jane  Lyman 
Jack  MacFarland 
Hans  Mandt 
Marche’ 

Marenakos,  Inc. 

Johanna  Nitzke  Marquis 
Metal  &  Mud 
Elisabeth  C.  Miller 
Botanical  Garden 
Louise  Miller 
Miller  Hull  Partnership 
James  Minson 
Molbak's 
Mole  Masers 
Monrovia 

Moorehaven  Water  Gardens 
Morning  Glory  Farms 
Ciscoe  Morris 
Natural  Creations 
Naylor  Creek  Nursery 
Tracy  Neether 
Lee  Neff 

Nichols  Bros  Stoneworks 
Sue  &  Dave  Nicol 
Northwest  Arborvitae, 

Tina  Cohen 
Northwest  Flower  & 

Garden  Show 
North  Willamette  Research 
&  Extension  Center 
Northwest  Garden  Nursery' 
Penny  O’Byrne 
Opus  204 
Papillon 


Pasta  &  Co. 

Maryann  &  Charles  Pember 
Piatti  Restaurant 
Piriformis  Nursery 
Linda  Plato 
Ed  Poquette,  Intimate 
Gardens 
Debra  Prinzing 
Ragen  &  Associates 
Ravenna  Gardens 
Rhodes,  Ragen  &  Smith 
Rhododendron  Species 
Foundaiton 
Walt  &  Pat  Riehl 
Rosanna 
Rosebar 
Julie  Rosten 
The  Ruins 
Sand  Point  Grill 
Seattle  Art  Museum 
Seattle  Audubon  Society 
Seattle  Tree 

Preservation  Inc. 

Nancy  Davidson  Short 
Martha  Sinkler 
David  Smith 
Lindsay  Smith 
Spa  Scotta 

Steamboat  Island  Nursery 
Sweetscents  & 

Winterwood  Farm 
Szmanias  Restaurant 
Nicholas  Thayer 
Timber  Press 
Bruce  Trelstad 
University  Village 

Merchants’  Association 
US  Clubhouse 
Valley  Community  Players 
Dolly  Vinal 
Maro  Walsh 

Washington  Bulb  Co.  Inc. 
John  H.  Weber 
Wells  Medina  Nursery 
Jeff  Wenk 
Marty  Wingate 
Wintergreen  Tree  Farm 
&  Garden  Shop 
Withey  Price 
Phil  Wood  & 

Judy  Mahoney 
Woodland  Park  Zoo 
Woodlands  Garden  Pottery 
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STARR  OCKENGA:  A  PHOTOGRAPHER 
DOCUMENTS  HER  LOVE  FOR  GARDENING 


By  Debra  Prinzing 


I  never  met  Starr 
Ockenga  during  the 
years  when  my  father 
worked  for  her  father  at 
a  protestant  seminary 
outside  Boston.  I  was  still 
in  high  school  and  by  that 
time  in  the  mid  1970s,  I 
think  Starr  was  already  well 
known  in  the  photography 
world.  But  I  was  fortunate 
enough  during  those  years  to  visit  her 
parents’  New  Hampshire  farm, 

“Hill wind,”  near  the  White  Mountains. 

I  have  vivid  memories  of  walking  along 
paths  of  the  glorious  but  very  informal 
^gardens,  drinking  in  the  borrowed  view 
fWrom  the  rolling  valley  beyond  and  even 
sneaking  an  afternoon  nap  (when  the 
grownups  were  still  outdoors)  within  the 
cool  walls  of  the  Ockenga  family’s  19th 
century  farmhouse. 

So  I  have  a  small  sense  of  what 
frames  Starr  Ockenga’s  world  view — and 
when  you  turn  the  pages  of  her  garden 
books,  you  will  feel  it,  too. 

Her  perspective  has  been  framed  by 
nature,  the  expansive  New  Hampshire 
mountain  topography  and  a  love  of 
growing  things.  During  the  years  when 
she  studied  fine  art  photography  at  the 
Rhode  Island  School  of  Design,  and 
subsequently  directed  the  Creative 
Photography  Laboratory  at  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
and  taught  at  Bennington  College  in 
Vermont,  Starr  developed  her  own  way 
of  seeing  through  the  lens. 

“I  have  been  a  career  hopper,”  she 
Confessed  during  a  recent  phone 
interview  from  her  home  in  upstate  New 
York’s  Hudson  River  Valley.  “I  don’t 


really  want  to  repeat  myself, 
so  I  want  to  try  something  else.” 

Documenting  gardens  and  the  people 
who  create  them  has  been  a  passion  that 
paralleled  her  own  love  of  horticulture. 
“My  personal  interests  directed  my 
whole  career  path,”  Starr  explained.  “I’d 
been  a  photographer  and  a  writer,  but 
then  I  turned  the  camera  onto  the 
gardens.” 

For  Earth  on  Her  Hands,  an  American 
Horticultural  Society  award-winning 
book,  Starr  portrayed  women  who 
garden,  women  she  met  through 
referrals  from  friends  and  horticultural 
networking.  She  began  by  spending  one 
month  photographing  the  Pennsylvania 
garden  of  Joanna  Reed,  featured  in  the 
last  chapter  of  Earth,  who  Starr  describes 
as  “one  of  those  most  gracious  and 
generous  people  in  the  world.”  Then 
Starr  met  New  York  gardener  Henrietta 
Lockwood.  “Based  on  these  two,  I 
began  to  believe  there  was  a  project  in 
documenting  these  great  American 
women  gardeners.” 


Clearly,  the  idea  of  capturing  a 
moment  in  time  that  reflects  the  history 
of  American  gardens  and  gardeners  was 
a  success.  Earth  on  Her  Hands,  published 
in  1998,  is  into  its  fourth  printing. 

Last  year’s  release  of  Eden  on  Their 
Minds  is  a  celebrated  sequel  to  Earth 
that  examines  gardening’s  bold  ideas 
and  creative  individuals. 
“It’s  good  that  I  was  a 
new  gardener  (while 
photographing  the  book),” 
said  Starr.  “No  two  American 
gardens  are  the  same  and  I 
was  awestruck  by  it  all. 

“It’s  my  small  mission  to 
document  private  gardens  of 
America.  I  think  one  of  the 
things  that  Americans  are  so  good  at  in 
terms  of  gardening  is  that  we  borrow 
from  any  style  that  suits  us  and  put  it 
into  this  wonderful  mix  to  suit  the  place 
where  we  are.” 

Indeed  such  a  melting-pot  approach 
creates  highly  individualistic  gardens. 
Starr,  for  example,  says  her  influences 
are  a  blending  of  Japanese  Spareness 
and  New  York  Barn.  “It  isn’t  Japanese  at 
all,  but  the  sensibility  between  the  two 
influences,”  she  said. 

Starr  has  spent  the  past  two  years 
photographing  a  new  garden  book  in  a 
new  format:  Amaryllis,  a  richly  evocative 
and  highly  informative  exploration  of  the 
elegant,  sensual,  and  mysterious 
amaryllis,  which  she  calls  “the  reigning 
monarch  of  winter  flowering  plants.” 

At  Stonewall  Studio,  where  she  and 
her  husband  live  and  work,  Starr  fell  in 
love  with  the  amaryllis,  which  also  gave 
her  an  excuse  to  build  a  greenhouse. 

continues  on  page  6 
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2002  NHS  PLANT  SALE 

A  preview  to  some  of  the  best  plants  you’ll  find 

September  13  &  14 


All  of  the  plant  material  at  the  sale  is  of  the  highest  quality;  fall  planting  is  an 
investment  that  will  pay  off  in  the  spring  with  a  larger  specimen  and  the  satisfaction 
of  having  a  “second  year"  plant  at  first  year  prices. 


Get  out  your  plant  references  like 
The  American  Horticultural  Society’s 
“A-Z  Encyclopedia  of  Garden  Plants,” 
read  through  the  amazing  plants  our 
vendors  are  bringing  (below)  and  start 
making  your  shopping  list  for  this  fall’s 
fabulous  NHS  Plant  Sale. 

Some  of  the  region’s  best  growers 
and  vendors  will  bring  their  favorite 
perennials,  grasses,  trees,  shrubs,  ground- 
covers  and  more — and  all  your 
purchases  will  reward  you  richly  for 
choosing  to  plant  them  in  the  cooler 
months  of  September  and  October. 

Thanks  to  the  hard  work  of  the  NHS 
Plant  Sale  Committee,  including  Chair 
Theresa  Malmanger,  Anita  Dunn,  Kirsten 
Fitzgerald,  Laurie  Colman,  Judy  Massong, 
Joanne  Quinn,  Ann  LeVasseur  and  Vance 
Allen,  we’re  ready  for  a  huge  event! 

The  growers  have  promised  to  bring 
their  highest  quality  plant  choices,  grown 
and  selected  especially  for  Northwest 
gardens — and  the  NHS  sale.  Many  of  the 
growers  are  bringing  along  a  select 
group  of  unusual  and  hard-to-find  plants 
from  their  collection — look  for  special 
tags  to  denote  their  choices. 

Here's  a  selection  of  what  you’ll  find: 

A  PLETHORA  OF  PRIMULAS 

•  Primula  species  and  hybrids,  including 
Auricula  and  Candelabra  varieties 

•  Minor  vines  and  shrubs 

•  Miniature  gardens 

•  Perennial  varieties 

BOTANICA 

•  Aruncus  aethusifolius 

•  Incarvillea  olgae,  I.  arguta 

•  Cortusa  matthioli  var.  perinensis 

•  Lobelia  anatinna 

•  Viola  pedata  (Bird’s-foot  violet) 

•  Potentilla  thurberi  ‘Monarch’s  Velvet’ 

•  &  much  more! 

CASCADE  CUTS 

•  Herbs  and  Perennials 


COLDSPRINGS  GARDEN  NURSERY 

•  Aster  lateriflorus  ‘Prince’ 

•  Carex  dipsacea,  C  elata  ‘Aurea’ 

•  Corydalis  saxicola 

•  Darmera  peltata 

•  Euphorbia  ‘Excalibur’ 

•  Euphorbia  ‘Red  Martin’ 

•  Geranium  maderense 

•  Glaucium  Jlavutn 

•  Hardy  Fuchsias — an  assortment 

•  Heuchera  ‘Amber  Waves’ 

•  Hypericum  ‘Summergold’ 

•  Nepeta  ‘Little  Titch’ 

•  Penstemon  ‘Garnet’ 

•  Petasites  palmatus  ‘Golden  Palms’ 

•  Sambucus  nigra  ‘Madonna’ 

•  Scrophularia  buergueriana 
‘Lemon  &  Lime’ 

•  Lavatera  olbia  ‘Aurea’ 

•  Othonna  cheirifolia 

•  Salvia  uliginosa 

•  Sedum  makinoi  ‘Ogon’ 

•  Sedum  palmeri 

•  Spiraea  ‘Magic  Carpet’ 

•  Tricyrtis  ‘Samurai’ 

•  Uncitiia  rubra 

COUNTRY  GARDENS 
Hydrangea  selections 

FAIRMEADOW  NURSERY 

•  Four  species  of  Garrya  shrubs 

•  Native  trees,  shrubs  and  perennials 

•  Evergreen  oaks 


LEE  FARM  &  NURSERY 

•  Ornamental  grasses 

•  Unusual  trees,  shrubs  and  perennials 

•  Hardy  Fuchsias 

MADRONA  NURSERY 

•  Variety  of  perennials  and  natives 

•  Agapanthus  ‘Bressingham  Blue’ 

•  Asarum  caudatum  (native  Wild  Ginger) 

•  Pacific  Coast  Iris 

•  Paeonia  tenuifolia  (Fernleaf  poppy) 

MELROSE  NURSERY 

•  Rhododendron  species  and  hybrids 
(dwarf  to  standard) 

•  Deciduous  Azaleas 

•  Vireyas  (tropical  rhododendrons) 

MOUNT  FOREST  FARM 

•  Hostas,  Astilbes,  Ferns  and  many  other 
shade  perennials 

MUNRO’S  NURSERY 

•  Adiantum  venustum  (Himalayan 
maidenhair  fern) 

•  Anemone  nemorosa  ‘Flore  Pleno’ 

•  Asarum  caudatum  and  A  europaeum 

•  Astrantia  major  (several  varieties) 

•  Bolax  (groundcover  for  paving) 

•  Brugmansia 

•  Brunsfelsia 

•  Cornus  omiense  (Evergreen  Kousa 
dogwood) 

•  Disporopsis  pemyi  (Evergreen 
Solomon’s  seal) 


•  Edgeworthia  papyrifera  (fragrant 
Chinese  paperbush) 

•  Eucryphia  x  nymansensis  (and  others) 

•  Galax  urceolata 

•  Hepatica  triloba  and  H.  nobilis 

•  Meconopsis  x  sbeldonii  and 
M.  betonicifolia 

•  Michelia  (hardy  species) 

•  Ptilmonaria  (several  varieties) 

•  Schizandra  sinensis  (vining  hydrangea 
relative) 

•  Sedum  ‘Ogon’ 

•  Wisteria  (several  varieties) 

NAYLOR  CREEK  NURSERY 
Asarums,  Cimicifugas,  Epitnediums,  Hostas 
and  many  other  Shade-Tolerant  Perennials 

NORTHWEST  PERENNIALS 

•  Acorns  ‘Ogon’ 

•  Anchatherum  calamagrostis 

•  Anetnathele  lessoniana 

•  Anemone  ‘Hapspen  Abundance’  and 
A.  ‘Pamina’ 

•  Aster  ‘Blue  Star,’  A  ‘Lady  in  Black’  and 
A  ‘Prince’ 

•  Ballota  nigra 

•  Begonia  grandis  var.  ev ansiana 

•  Bergenia  ‘Bressingham  Ruby,’ 
‘Bressingham  White’  and  ‘Winterglut’ 

•  Campanula  ‘Dickson’s  Gold’ 

•  Carex  bucbananii,  C  elata  ‘Bowles 
Golden,’  Carex  flagellifera  ‘Toffee  Twist,’ 

C  ‘Ice  Dance’  and  C  ‘Kaga-Nishiki’ 

•  Ceratostigma  griffitbii  and 
C  plumbaginoides 

•  Cistus  ‘Elma’  and  C.  ‘Greyswood  Pink’ 

•  Dendranthema  ‘Clara  Curtis’  and 

D.  “Mary  Stoker’ 

•  Disporopsis  pernyi 

•  Euphorbia  ‘Blue  Haze,’  E.  ‘Excalibur,’ 

E.  ‘Portugese  Velvet,’  E.  ‘Red  Dragon,’ 

E.  ‘Red  Martin’  and  E.  ‘Redwing’ 

•  Euphorbia  cbaracias.  var.  wulfenii 

•  Euphorbia  rigida 

•  Geranium  ‘Frances  Grate,’  G.  ‘Irish  Blue,’ 

G.  ‘Joan  Baker,’  G.  Johnson’s  Blue,’ 

G.  macrorrhizum  ‘Album,’  G.  ‘Rozanne,’ 

G.  “Russell  Pritchard,’  and  G.  ‘Samobor’ 

•  Hakonechloa  macra  ‘Aureola’ 

•  Hebe  ‘Red  Edge,’  H.  sutherlandii 

•  Helleborus  argutifolius,  H.  feotidus, 

H.  x  stemii 

•  Heuchera  ‘Can  Can,’  H.  ‘Plum  Pudding,’ 

H.  ‘Smokey  Rose,’  H.  ‘Stormy  Seas’ 

•  Imperata  ‘Red  Dragon’ 

I  •  Incarvilliea  arguta 

•  Lavandula  ‘Ana  Luisa,’  L.  ‘Ashdown  Forest,’ 
L.  ‘Goldberg,’!.  ‘Grosso,’!.  ‘Hidcote,’ 

L  ‘Maillette,’  L  ‘Richard  Gray,’ !.  ‘Sawyers’ 

•  Lavatera  ‘Barnsley,’  L.  ‘Bredon  Springs' 

•  Molinia  caerulea  ‘Variegata’ 

•  Origanum  ‘Norton’s  Gold’ 

•  Rosemary  ‘Arp,’  R  ‘Hills’  Hardy,’  R.  ‘Salem’ 

•  Saxifraga  fortunei  ‘Red  Flame,’  5.  f  ‘Velvet’ 

•  Sedum  Autumn  Joy,’  S.  Bertram  Anderson,’ 
S.  ‘Green  Expectations,’  S.  ‘Iceberg,’ 

S.  ‘Matrona,’  S.  sielboldii  ‘Variegata’ 

•  Sedum  telephium  var.  borderi, 

S.  ‘Vera  Jameson’ 


arcfen  notes 


•  Senecio  greyi 

•  Schizachyrium  scoparium  ‘Aldous’ 

•  Sporobolus  heterolepsis 

•  Tanacetum  ‘Beth  Chatto’ 

•  Tricyrtis  ‘Empress,’  T.  ‘Guilty  Pleasures,’ 

T.  ‘Samurai,’  T.  ‘Tojen’ 

•  Viola  ‘Bartford  Blue,’  V  ‘Delicia’ 

•  Zauschneria  garrettii 

•  OUDEAN’S  WILLOW  CREEK  NURSERY 

•  Dionaea  muscipula  (Venus  Flytraps) 

•  Drosera  (Sundew) 

•  Pinguicula  (Butterworts) 

•  Sarracenia  (Pitcher  Plants) 

•  Utricularia  (Bladderworts) 

OVERLAND  ENTERPRISES 

•  Sun  and  shade  tolerant  perennials 
(some  rare-some  not),  most  of  which  are 
also  drought  tolerant  and  excel  in  rock 
gardens,  dry  shade,  containers  and  the 
mixed  perennial  border. 

•  Fall  and  winter  blooming  plants  include 
asters,  boltonia,  anemones,  sedums,  Kaffir 
lily,  bush  mint  and  Astilbe  chinensis. 

RAMBLE  ON  ROSE  PERENNIALS 

•  Meconopsis  betonicifolia,  M.  x  sbeldonii, 
M.  paniculata  and  M.  cambrica 

•  Gentiana  asclepiadea  (Willow  Gentian) 

•  Geranium  macrorrhizum  ‘Variegatum’ 

•  Primula  vialii,  P.  Jlorindae,  P.  secundi- 
flora,  P.  capitata,  P.  buUeyana 

•  Astilbe,  Helleborus,  Iris,  Hermerocallis 
and  Hosta  selections 

SCHUGMANN’S  ALPENFLORA  NURSERY 

•  Blue  fall  Himalyan  Gentians 

•  Collector  quality  dwarf  Ericaceae 

•  Finer  trees  and  shrubs  for  fall  color, 
including:  Steivartia  monadelpha, 

S.  x  henryi,  S.  koreana,  Fothergilla 
cultivars  and  Acer  Palmatum  cultivars 

•  Selection  of  alpines  appropriate  for 
troughs  or  containers 

•  Many  dwarf  cultivars  in  all  plant 
categories,  including  conifers. 

•  “SSS:  Selection  of  Surprise  Seedlings  for 
the  Horticulturally  Confident” 

STEAMBOAT  ISLAND  NURSERY 

•  Luma  apicidata  (myrtle-like  leaves  and 
cinnamon  bark  with  age) 

•  Neolitsea  sericea  (beautiful  broadleaf 
evergreen  tree) 

•  Edgeworthia  gardneri  (fragrant  flowers 
in  late  winter) 

•  Mahonia  x  media  ‘Charity’ 

•  Salix  magnifica 

•  Cotinus  obovatus  (great  fall  color) 

•  Clethra  delavayi 

•  Ltea  virginica  ‘Merlot’  (great  fall  color) 

•  Eucalyptus  spp.  (many  choices) 

•  Luzula  nivea 

•  Lithocarpus  densiflorus 

•  Prunus  lusitanica  ‘Variegata’ 

•  Heptacodium  miconioides 

•  Melianthus  major 

•  Juncus  patens  ‘Carman’s  Gray’ 


❖  RARE  PLANT  AUCTION  * 

Enjoy  bidding  on  rare  plants 
described  by  Richie  Steffen  and  Carl 
Elliott — our  masters  of  ceremony 
and  auctioneers  extraordinaire! 

Here’s  your  opportunity  to 
discover  and  bid  on  a  select  group 
of  unusual,  hard-to-find  or 
downright  rare  plants  for 
Northwest  gardens.  A  lineup  of 
generous  private  growers,  horticul¬ 
tural  specialists,  gardens  and 
nurseries  has  donated  special  plants 
to  the  Friday  evening  auction, 
which  will  follow  Starr  Ockenga’s 
lecture. 

New  this  year  will  be  a  silent 
auction  section  where  you  can  vie 
for  even  more  plants  that  catch 
your  eye! 

DONORS  INCLUDE: 

❖  Clinton  Inc.,  Bamboo  Growers 

#  E.  B.  Dunn  Garden 

❖  Elisabeth  C.  Miller 
Botanical  Garden 

Aconitum  hemsleyanum, 
a  fall-blooming,  climbing  monkshood 
Viburnum  lantana  ‘Variegata,’ 
green  leaves  w/golden  speckles 

Northwest  Perennials 
❖  Steamboat  Island  Nursery 
❖  And  more! 


SUNDQUIST  NURSERY 

•  Asarum  ‘Quicksilver’ 

•  Epimediums 

•  Gunnera  manicata 

•  Mahonia  x  media  ‘Charity’ 

•  Hardy  geraniums,  including  ‘Rozanne’ — 
a  new,  everblooming  variety 

SWANS  TRAIL  GARDEN 

•  Selection  of  Perennials  A  to  Z 

THORNTON  CREEK  NURSERY 

•  Perennials,  unusual  annuals  and 
ornamental  grasses 

WIND  POPPY  FARMS 

•  Grasses,  sedges,  rushes,  water  plants  . . . 
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STARR  OCKENGA 

continued  from  page  3 


To  prepare  for  the  book,  she  potted 
400  individual  bulbs  and  filled  her 
greenhouse  shelves  with  poetic 
varieties  like  “Star  of  Holland,” 
“Ragtime”  and  “Wedding  Dance.” 

“Two  winters  ago,  I  had  amaryllis 
plants  blooming  from  December  to 
May,”  she  recalls.  Each,  it  seems  upon 
viewing  the  200  color  amaryllis  portraits 
in  Stair’s  new  96-page  book,  received  as 
much  attention  from  the  photographer 
as  the  next. 

Amaryllis  is  as  beautiful  a  book  as 
the  flowers  themselves.  It  is  a  lovely 
reference  to  have  on  hand  while 
choosing  amaryllis  bulbs  to  plant  this 
fall  or  to  give  as  a  gift  that  gardeners 
and  plant-lovers  alike  can  enjoy  and 
appreciate. 

Starr  is  now  at  work  documenting 
her  own  garden,  looking  at  each  plant, 
seed,  pod  and  bloom  in  an  intimate 
way  through  the  camera  lens. 

“I’m  looking  at  two  little  finches  on 
my  fountain  right  now — they’re  so 
adorable,”  she  adds  before  we  end  the 
conversation.  Not  even  seeing  them, 
Starr’s  enthusiasm  helps  me  view  the 
playful  birds  through  her  eyes.  11 

BOOK  DETAILS: 

Amaryllis 

ISBN  0-609-60881-9 
By  Starr  Ockenga  (Clarkson 
Potter/Publishers,  2002,  96  pp.,  $20) 

Eden  on  Tljeir  Minds 

ISBN  0-609-60587-9 
By  Starr  Ockenga  (Clarkson 
Potter/Publishers,  2001,  240  pp.,  $60) 

Earth  on  Her  Hands 

ISBN  0-517-70561-3 
By  Starr  Ockenga  (Clarkson 
Potter/Publishers,  1998,  240  pp.,  $60) 


Pebble  Mosaics: 

THE  “NEW”  ANCIENT  * 
EMBELLISHMENT 


Portland-based  garden 
designer  and  stone  artist 
Jeffrey  Bale  wrote  an  article  for 
the  December  2001  issue  of 
Fine  Gardening  magazine 
about  his  enchanting  pebble 
mosaic  installations  for  floors 
and  walls  of  gardens  he 
designs.  The  article  struck  a 
chord  with  the  magazine’s 
readers  from  all  over  the 
country,  people  who  want  to 
decorate  their  landscapes  with 
the  organic  symbolism  of 
pebbles  and  stones. 

“The  Fine  Gardening  piece 
showed  people  they  could  do 
this  themselves,”  Jeffrey  says.  Contrary 
to  worrying  others  will  steal  his  design 
ideas,  the  artist  is  gratified  to  see  how 
many  creations  he’s  inspired.  “One  of 
the  most  exciting  things  was  some 
Baltimore  gardeners  who  sent  us 
photos.  They  did  some  really  wonderful 
work,  a  very  ambitious  project.” 

For  those  of  us  who  need  hands-on 
training,  Jeffrey  is  leading  an  exclusive 
workshop  for  NHS  members  in 
September  (see  details  below).  When  he 
describes  mosaics  that  look  like  Persian 
carpets,  invoke  spiritual  imagery  or 
suggest  an  ancient  structure,  Jeffrey  can’t 
hide  his  passion  for  creating  unique  and 
artistic  alternatives  to  the  mundane. 

“There  is  so  much  really  poorly-exe¬ 
cuted  structure  in  gardens,  like  keystone 
walls  and  aggregate  circle  stepping 
stones.  If  you  go  to  Europe,  there’s  so 
much  more  ambitious  work,  a  real 
craftsman  tradition.  Pebble  mosaics  are 
not  expensive,  in  fact,  the  material  is 
really  inexpensive.  The  end  result  is  one 


of  the  most  beautiful  ways  to 
embellish  a  surface.” 

Jeffrey  loves  undertaking 
huge  projects  in  his  own 
garden,  with  students  and  for 
clients.  He’s  just  completed  a 
20-foot  diameter  pebble 
mosaic  “Council  Ring”  for  Dan 
Hinkley  and  Robert  Jones, 
which  took  five  weeks  to  install. 
An  inveterate  pebble-collector, 
Jeffrey  says  he  inherited  the  trait 
from  his  grandparents,  who 
were  geologists.  “I  gather  stones 
in  the  wild.  In  my  own  garden, 
each  stone  reflects  my 
experience  and  travels.  Each 
one  was  collected  by  me  personally.  It 
triggers  memories.” 

DETAILS: 

NHS  PEBBLE  WORKSHOP 
WITH  JEFFREY  BALE 

Fee:  $65,  members;  $85,  nonmembers 
Limit:  24  participants 
Friday,  Sept.  27  lecture  at  7  p.m.,  CUH 
Saturday,  Sept.  28,  9  a.m. — Noon 
OR  1 — 4  p.m.  (location  to  be  announced) 
Reservations  required: 

Call  (206)  527-1794  or  email 
nhsemail@compuserve.com 

The  workshop  will  begin  with  the 
evening  slide  lecture  where  Jeffrey  will 
show  how  cultures  around  the  globe  use 
pebbles  and  stones  in  artistic  expres¬ 
sions.  On  Saturday,  you  can  join  either 
the  morning  or  afternoon  session  where 
Jeffrey  will  demonstrate  a  large  installa¬ 
tion  and  you’ll  create  your  own  16-inch 
square  stepping  stone.  Bring  your  own 
special  pebble  collection  to  incorporate 
into  your  work!  ISI 
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Bellevue  Botanical  Garden  Society  invites  you  to  . . . 

A  Rare  and  Special  Plant  Auction 
to  honor  Nell  Scott 

Thursday,  September  12,  5:30-7:30  p.m. 

An  elegant  late  summer  evening  with  wine 
and  hors  d’oeuvres  at  BBG 
Tickets:  $15 
RSVP:  (425)  451-3755 

Attention 

Intrepid  Garden  Tourists 

It’s  not  too  late  to  join  NHS  member  and  experienced 
tour  leader  Sue  Moss,  of  Sue  Moss  Garden  Design,  on  a 
fall  garden  tour  of  France  and  Holland. 

Dates:  September  14-29 
Price:  $2555  +  airfare 

Includes  excellent  hotels,  double  occupancy  for 
15  nights,  all  breakfasts,  8  dinners,  taxes  and  luggage 
transfers.  Single  rooms  available.  Great  group  of  people! 

Highlights  include  Floriade  and  Piet  Oudolfs  garden  in 
Holland;  Giverny,  Versailles,  Vaux-Le-Vicomte,  International 
Garden  Festival  at  Chaumont,  Vasterival,  Le  Bois  de 
Moutiers,  Plume,  Villandry  and  Mont-Saint-Michel  in  France. 
Call  Sue  at  (425)  828-3005 
or  Email:  suemossdesign@aol.com 
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In  Memoriam: 

Michelle  “Mickie”  Pailthorp 

A  loyal  plant  sale  volunteer  and  longtime  NHS  member, 
Mickie  Pailthorp  passed  away  July  31st  at  the  age  of  61.  She 
was  an  avid  gardener,  also  devoting  her  time  to  the 
Northwest  Perennial  Alliance.  When  she  wasn’t  gardening, 
Mickie  worked  for  a  number  of  important  causes,  including 
the  campaign  that  successfully  won  the  equal  rights  amend¬ 
ment  in  Washington  State.  A  trial  lawyer,  she  also  worked 
with  the  Washington  Women’s  Political  Caucus,  Whidbey 
Island  Conservation  Voters,  1000  Friends  of  Washington  and 
Washington  Women  Lawyers.  She  was  the  former  legislative 
director  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Washington. 

NHS  thanks  many  of  Mickie’s  friends  who  have  made 
contributions  in  her  memory.  Her  family  requests  that  you 
share  your  stories  of  Mickie  with  her  granddaughter  Olivia 
Arisaema  Erin  Zilavy,  as  well  as  future  grandchildren.  Please 
send  notes  to  Aaron  Pailthorp,  1806  30th  Ave.  S.,  Seattle, 

WA  98144.  0 
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NHS  Portland  Garden  Tour 

By  Ed  Poquette 

Editor’s  note:  In  July,  NHS  members  Gillian  Mathews 
and  Theresa  Malmanger  led  a  two-day  trip  to  the 
Portland  area.  Here  is  a  brief  report  from  one  happy 
customer,  which  is  published  in  fulE-all  7 pages  of  it — 
at  www.northwesthort.org.  You  will  read  about  future 
tours  in  upcoming  issues  of  GardenNotes. 

What  a  great  experience.  I  know  I’ll  be  the  first  person 
to  sign  up  for  next  year’s  trip. 

Our  very  gracious  primary  garden  hosts  in  Portland, 

Lucy  Hardiman  and  Sean  Hogan,  were  perfect.  They  were 
certainly  appreciated  all  the  more  for  taking  time  out  of 
their  busy  and  hectic  schedules  to  help  us  enjoy  our  garden 
experiences,  while  also  sharing  many  of  the  gardens 
featuring  their  own  work. 

The  gardens  we  visited  were  each  singularly  unique  and 
decidedly  different.  I  never  felt  like  we  were  seeing  the 
same  gardens  again  and  again.  The  flowers  of  every  garden 
were  glorious  in  all  of  their  color  and  the  plants  and  many 
of  our  surroundings  were  fragrant. 

The  weather  was  perfect  and  the  38  people  on  the  trip 
had  a  great  deal  of  fun  and  enjoyed  themselves.  When  we 
left  Saturday  morning,  plied  with  Starbucks  coffee,  muffins, 
bagels,  orange  juice  and  a  sense  of  adventure,  it  was  almost 
like  leaving  for  summer  camp.  There  was  baggage  strewn 
about  the  parking  lot,  people  milling  around  and  getting  a 
sense  of  who  else  was  going  to  be  sharing  time  together. 

We  toured  seven  wonderful  gardens,  plus  the  Portland 
Classical  Chinese  Garden,  followed  by  “The  Nursery 
Adventures.” 

We  arrived  at  Cistus  Nursery  and  the  cry  was  “let  the 
games  begin.”  One  would  think  that  none  of  us  had  ever 
gone  to  a  nursery  before.  People  came  hobbling  down  the 
lane  juggling  three  or  four  plants,  or  more.  Finally,  the  bus 
had  to  be  backed  up  this  veiy  long  entry  road  .  .  .  people 
just  couldn’t  haul  their  plants  the  distance.  At  Joy  Creek 
Nursery,  built  and  cared  for  with  love  on  a  nice  piece  of 
hillside  property,  there  were  unique  offerings  for  the  plant 
shoppers.  We  had  the  overhead  bins  full  of  plants,  and  the 
few  empty  seats  and  compartments  below  were  crammed 
to  the  hilt.  Gadzooks — if  we  do  this  again,  it’s  clear  we  are 
going  to  need  two  buses.  One  for  the  people  and  one  for 
the  plants.  0 


NHS  SEPTEMBER,  OCTOBER  8.  NOVEMBER 
LECTURES  AND  SPECIAL  EVENTS 


Friday,  September  27,  7  p.m. 

6  Saturday,  September  28  (1/2-day  session) 
Pebble  Mosaic  Workshop 

Jeffrey  Bale,  Portland  artist  and  garden  designer 
(See  article  on  page  6  for  details) 

Wednesday,  October  9,  7  p.m.  reception; 

7:30  p.m.  lecture 

Celebrating  the  American  Landscape 
in  Your  Garden 

Claire  Sawyers,  Director  of  the  Scott  Arboretum 
of  Swarthmore  College. 

Claire  Sawyers  has  been  the  Director  of  the 
Scott  Arboretum  since  1991.  Prior  to  that  she 
worked  at  Mt.  Cuba  Center  for  the  Study  of 
Piedmont  Flora  in  Hockessin,  Delaware  for 

7  years.  She  holds  Masters  degrees  in  Ornamental 
Horticulture  from  Purdue  University  and  the 
University  of  Delaware,  where  she  was  a 
Longwood  Graduate  Fellow.  She  has  gardened  in 
Japan,  France  and  Belgium  in  addition  to  the  U.S. 

Claire  will  share  the  classic  American  landscape 
prototypes  with  ideas  for  how  you  can  translate 
those  into  a  residential  scale  garden  design.  Be 
inspired  by  the  ideas  and  styles  of  our  horticul¬ 
tural  heritage.  To  learn  about  the  Scott  Arboretum, 
visit  www.scottarboretum.org. 

FEE:  Members,  $5;  Nonmembers,  $10 

Saturday,  October  12,  9  a.m. — noon 
Before  Flowers 

Marco  Polo  Stufano  and  Marietta  O’Byrne 

When  the  bloom  of  summer  is  gone,  you 
begin  to  think  about  what  changes  to  make  in  the 
garden,  especially  before  the  flowers  return.  This 
symposium  is  dedicated  to  helping  you  make  the 


most  of  the  garden’s  dormant  period  as  you 
dream,  plan  and  scheme  for  taking  your 
landscape  to  the  next  level.  Hear  from  Marco 
Polo  Stufano,  formerly  of  the  famed  Wave  Hill 
gardens  in  The  Bronx,  New  York,  and  Marietta 
O’Byrne  of  Northwest  Garden  Nursery  in  Eugene, 
Oregon.  These  experts  will  discuss  how  to 
provide  structural  interest  and  create  drama  with 
foliage  in  the  garden — both  before  and  after  the 
flower  display. 

FEE:  Members,  $35;  Nonmembers,  $4A. 
Preregistration  required  by  calling  (206)  527-1794 
or  Email:  nhsemail@compuserve.com. 

Wednesday,  November  13,  7  p.m. 
reception;  7:30  p.m.  lecture 
He  Who  Dies  With  the  Most  Cool  Plants  ...Wins 
Richie  Steffen 

If  you’ve  ever  met  this  charismatic  man,  you’ve 
probably  been  convinced  of  his  passion  for 
plants.  If  you’ve  heard  him  describe  a  choice 
horticultural  specimen  at  the  NHS  Auction,  you’ve 
probably  written  a  huge  check  to  buy  it,  “because 
Richie  said  it  was  great.”  The  coordinator  of 
horticulture  for  the  Elisabeth  C.  Miller  Botanical 
Garden,  Richie  Steffen  will  indeed  inspire  you 
with  his  enthusiasm  for  favorite  and  fantastic 
plants.  Richie  joined  the  Miller  Garden  after  many 
years  of  experience  at  Sky  Nursery  and  the 
Rhododendron  Species  Foundation.  He  lectures 
throughout  the  region,  including  regular  appear¬ 
ances  at  Edmonds  Community  College.  According 
to  the  Miller  Garden  website,  he’s  been  known  to 
say:  “I  love  Norway  maples.” 

FEE:  Members,  $5;  Nonmembers,  $10 


All  lectures  will  be  held  at  the  Center  for  Urban  Horticulture 
For  more  information:  Northwest  Horticulture  Society,  206-527-1794 
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Questions  about 
the  Sale? 


Here’s  who  to  call: 


To  donate  a  rare  plant  to 
the  auction,  contact 
Theresa  Malmanger, 
(206)  932-5016  or 
theresa@megapathdsl.com 


To  volunteer  your  time 


Friday  or  Saturday, 
contact  Joanne  Quinn, 

at  (206)  285-5045 

jtquinn@hotmail.com. 


or  To  donate  a  plant(s) 
from  your  own  garden 
to  the  NHS  Members’ 
plant  table,  call  Kirsten 
Fitzgerald  at 
(206)  855-1916  or 
kfersmg@aol.com. 
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